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What  will  we  carry  from  the  past  into  the  future? 

\\1  MARK  TIME  IN  MULTIPLES  OF  TEN,  AND  CTEN  M)  VFARS  PASS, 

people  celebrate  ;uid  reflect,  Americans  love  centennial 
celebrations,  especi;illy  in  the  West,  where  family  and 
community  gatherings — often  rodeos,  parades  and 
p;ige;ints — provide  centennial  forums  to  discuss  the  old 
times,  what  the  children  ;ire  doing  nowadays,  and  pro- 
spects for  the  future.  ♦  In  May  1984,  the  Montana 
Committee  for  the  Humanities  invited  state  humanities 
scholars  to  a  two-day  conference  in  Helena  to  explore 
ideas  for  public  programs  that  would  take  Montana 
centennial  celebrations  steps  beyond  parades  and 
pageants.  The  conference  theme,  "Montana  Myths: 
Sacred  Stories,  Sacred  Cows,"  generated  a  lively  discus- 
sion of  ideas  and  programs  to  which  all  Montana  citizens 
might  contribute  ;uid  from  which  ;tll  might  benefit,  ♦ 
Discussion  centered  on  basic  questions:  Who  came  to 
Montana  and  why?  Were  pioneers  rugged  individualists, 
or  just  people  who  wanted  a  place  to  work  ;md  to  live? 
What  about  the  women  who  came  west,  the  children 
who  have  grown  up  in  this  oasis  civilization  where 
water  and  weather  ;ire  not  household  words,  but  foun- 
dations upon  which  life  is  built?  What  happened  to  the 
Native  Americajis  of  Montana,  and  how  are  Montana 
tribes  different  from  one  another  and  from  whites  .  ,  , 
;md  why  ...  and  what  do  their  cultures  and  relation- 
ships to  the  land  mean  for  all  of  us?  Finally ,  who  will  re- 
main here — :ind  what  will  they  want?  Should  we  con- 
serve the  natural  beauty  of  the  West  at  whatever  cost,  or 
exploit  Montana's  resources  to  the  fullest?  Can  future 
generations  balance  both  concerns?  ♦  Many  of  the 
ideas  expressed  at  the  Montana  Myths  conference 
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Hans  Reiss,  Weasel  Tail 
Sculpture,  from  "On  Their 
Own  Terms:  The  Persis- 
tence of  Native  American 
IVadltlons,"  sponsored  by 
the  Museum  of  the  Rockies, 
Montana  State  University. 
Spring  1985  public  program 
on  Native  American  culture, 
including  photographic  and 
art  exhibit,  panels,  lectures 
and  discussions. 


culminated  in  humanities  programs  that  have  been 
presented  across  the  state.  These  programs  involved 
scholars,  townspeople,  ranchers,  mill  workers,  Indians, 
farmers,  and  business  people.  The  MCH  applauds  citizens 
who  have  committed  time  and  thought  to  these  pro- 
grams, and  it  encourages  ;ill  Mont;inans  to  initiate  more 
centennial  discussions  througli  1989- 


MCH  1985— message  from  the  chair 


"Your  [Montana's]  program 
continues  to  be  a  model  we 
recommend  frequently  to 
the  other  councils,  both 
because  of  Its  successes, 
and  because  of  the  exem- 
plary Involvement  of  the 
committee  members  and 
the  high  professional  stan- 
dards of  the  staff. 

Dr.  Katherlne  Abramovitz 

State  Program  Officer, 

National  Endowment  for 

the  Humanities 
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BY  MARVIN  SHAW,  CHAIRMAN,  1985 

DDRING  198S  THE  COMMITTEE  HELD  ITS  QUARTERLY  MEETINGS  IN 
Wliitefish,  Bozeman,  Missoula,  and  Billings,  Beginning 
in  the  first  meeting,  the  19-member  Committee  under- 
took the  task  of  orienting  and  integrating  eight  new 
members.  Through  this  process  we  have  developed  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  strategies  for  avoiding  con- 
flict of  interest  problems.  During  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  the  Committee  discaissed  a  number  of  possible  re- 
sponses to  decreased  federal  funds.  The  Committee  now 
will  retain  30  percent  of  matching  funds  rather  than  IS 
percent,  but  even  this  increased  rate  is  less  th;ui  that  of 
most  committees.  We  will  be  developing  a  method  of 
soliciting  small  contributions  from  members  of  the 
public  who  attend  MCH  programs.  The  Committee  may 
consider  whether  to  place  an  upper  limit  on  grants.  ♦ 
The  Committee  continues  to  take  a  more  active  role  in 
initiating  public  programs.  We  have  also  attempted  to 
publicize  our  impact  on  the  state  and  to  give  recognition 
to  humanists  and  scholars.  At  our  annual  Hummities 
Awards  Banquet  in  Bozeman  last  March  the  second  an- 


nual Humanities  Awards  were  presented  to  Albert 
Borgmann  and  Gordon  Brittan.  The  banquet  wcurred  in 
connection  with  what  many  reg;ird  as  our  best  public 
program  of  the  year,  "Bach  in  Bozeman."  ♦  An  ongo- 
ing problem  of  the  Committee  is  that  of  assessing  film 
proposals,  which  are  reviewed  once  a  year,  in  August. 
Part  of  our  fall  meeting  was  devoted  to  ;ui  evaluation  of 
the  Committee's  >vork,  both  its  public  programs  and  its 
methods  of  operatW.  Our  year  concluded  with  the  elec- 
tion of  three  new  members  and  new  officers.  ♦  Of 
decisive  importance  for  the  fijture  of  the  MCH  is  the  leave 
granted  to  our  executive  director.  Dr.  Margaret  C 
Kingsland.  We  have  long  known  that  she  is  reg:irded  as 
one  of  the  most  outstanding  directors  within  the  state- 
based  humanities  programs.  This  year  she  was  asked  to 
serve  as  acting  director  of  the  National  Federation  of 
State  Humanities  Councils  and  will  serve  in  that  capacity 
until  June.  The  Committee  has  engaged  Annick  Smith  ;ls 
acting  director  of  the  MCH.  We  especially  look  forwiird  to 
the  aid  she  can  give  us  in  dealing  with  media  proposals. 


Jeannette  Rankin:  The 
Woman  Who  Voted  No. 
Ughtbound  Productions, 
Inc.  of  Bozeman  produced 
this  V2-hour  video  docu- 
mentary on  the  life  of  the 
nation's  first  Congress- 
woman.  The  video  Is  avail- 
able from  the  MCH  Media 
Collection  for  circulation  to 
non-profit  organizations. 


New  directions  for  tlie  l\/ICH 


MCH  selects 
acting  director 


ANNICK  SMITH,  Montana 
writer  and  filmmaker,  is 
serving  as  Acting  Director 
of  the  MCH  during  the 
period  of  November  1  to 
June  1, 1986. 
Smith  was  the  executive 
producer  of  Heartland,  a 
feature-length  film  based 
on  the  life  of  pioneer  home- 
steader, Elinore  Stewart. 
She  also  has  produced  and 
directed  documentaries 
about  the  West  and  North- 
west, and  currently  is 
developing  a  feature-length 
film  adapted  from  Norman 
Maclean's  story,  A  River 
Runs  Through  It. 


JEAN  DAHLMAN,  INCOMING  CHAIR 

THERE  ARE  CERTAINLY  TVCO  AREAS  THAT  DEMAND  OUR  ATTENTION 

this  ye;ir.  One  is  liie  need  to  develop  a  creative  response 
to  decreased  funding,  the  other  is  the  need  to  increase 
our  visihility  in  the  state  and,  consequently,  to  reach  a 
broader  public  audience  and  to  involve  more  scholars  in 
the  humanities  in  our  programs.  *l*  Living,  as  I  do,  on  a 
nuich  in  eastern  Mont:ina.  I  have  experienced  firsthand 
the  need  for  good  public  huni;tnilies  progr;ims  for  that 
widely  scattered  and  isolated  audience.  We  are  under- 
served  by  every  fiicet  of  the  media — even  the  newspaper 
arrives  a  day  late.  ♦  1  think  it  is  important  that  we  ad- 
dress the  needs  of  this  segment  of  our  society  as  well  as 


population  centers  and  universities,  and  I  have  given 
some  thouglit  as  to  how  these  people  could  best  be  serv- 
ed. Libraries  and/or  community  schools  are  our  best 
resources,  "l^ts  Talk  About  It"  (a  reading  and  discussion 
program)  was  ;ui  effective  public  progriuii;  the  Vigilante 
Players'  presentations  of  "An  American  Agricultural  Ex- 
perience" w:ls  ;uiother.  I  would  like  to  see  these  kinds  of 
programs  in  the  humanities  continue  in  some  form  on  a 
sustained  basis.  ♦  W  look  forward  to  the  challenges  of 
:uiother  year.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  serve  on  the  Montiuia 
Committee  for  the  Humanities  and  to  work  with  this 
delightful  group  of  committed  people. 


Report  from  the  acting  director 


m  ANNICK  SMITH 

WITH  THE  APPROACHING  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  AS  A  KXM 

point,  many  of  our  1985  programs  have  centered  on  the 
historic  and  cultural  heritage  of  Montana — its  ethnic 
and  racial  populations,  its  history  of  exploration  and  .set- 
tlement, and  its  unique  blend  of  wilderness,  agriculture, 
;uid  natural  resource  industries.  We  have  also  supiwrted 
prognims  of  more  universal  significance  nuiging  from 
Bach's  music  to  Japanese  films  to  discussions  of  the 
Bible,  Homer's  Odyssey,  censorship,  and  computer  liter- 
ac\'  *l*  .\s  Congress  struggles  with  efforts  to  reduce  :uid 
balance  the  national  budget,  the  Montiuia  Committee  for 
the  Humanities  remains  unsure  of  its  appropriation  for 
1086,  However,  one  thing  is  certain.  We  will  he  operating 
this  year  with  reduced  federal  funding,  probably  facing 
reductions  of  from  9%  to  17%.  This  translates  into 
aish  losses  of  from  S2S,000  to  SSO.OOO  below  last  year's 
budget.  In  practical  terms,  we  will  have  to  cut  back  on 


the  number  of  grants  we  can  fund  and  on  levels  of  fund- 
ing. This  combined  newsletter  ;uid  annual  report  is  a 
step  toward  preser\'ing  our  limited  resources.  *l*  Never- 
theless, the  MCH  looks  forward  to  another  challenging 
year,  encour;iged  by  the  generous  support  and  contribu- 
tions of  time,  energy  and  brain  power  .so  frc^Hy  given  by 
the  citizens,  scholars,  and  artists  of  Montana.  ♦  Mon- 
t;uia  has  seen  hard  times  before.  Perhaps  these  new  hard 
times  will  be  a  stimulus  for  reflection  and  innovation.  As 
a  newcomer  to  this  organization,  1  feel  privileged  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  work  with  the  people  of  Montana — 
schokirs,  public  organizations,  students  of  all  ages  and 
professions — in  shaping  and  carrying  out  public 
humanities  programs  in  1986.  My  work  as  acting  direc- 
tor h;is  ;ilready  been  made  immensely  easier  by  the 
splendid  administrative  skills  of  .Margaret  Kingsland  and 
the  unstinting  cooperation  and  help  of  the  members,  of- 
ficers, and  staff  of  the  MCH. 


Humanist  essays  on  Montana  myths 


WE  WINDMILL,  A  BI-MONTHLY,  NONPROFIT  Pl'BUCAITON  THAT  HAS 
served  e;istern  Montana  readers  for  eight  years,  received 
an  MCH  gr;uit  to  commission  a  series  of  six  schol;trly  ar- 
ticles addressing  major  myths  of  the  Americai  West.  The 
first  ;irticle  appe:ired  in  the  November-December  1984 
issue  of  The  Wimtmill.  ♦  The  editorial  staff  of  TJje 
Windmill  consisted  of  unpaid  volunteers  Jessica  Stick- 
ney,  Ramona  Ator,  Fred  Roach,  Jim  Collier,  John  Trull 
and  editor.  M:irger\-  Rumph.  Unfortunately,  due  to  hard 
financi:il  times,  The  Windmill  has  ceased  publication. 
The  MCH  hopes  the  ;irlicles  and  spirit  of  the  publication 
will  live  on,  engendering  more  discussions  about  myths 
and  realities  of  the  Americiin  West.  ♦  A  sampling  of  the 
"Montana  Myths  Essays"  follows:  In  an  essay  entitled 
"Paradise  Lost,"  Mary  Blew,  a  Mont;ina  short-story 
writer  and  Dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at 
Northern  Montana  College,  examined  the  history  of 
white  settlement  in  Montana  as  presented  in  A.B.  Guth- 
rie's sbc  major  novels.  This  essay,  in  the  Janu:iry-Febru- 
ary  issue,  discussed  ways  in  which  Mont;ui;ins  have 
depicted  themselves  in  writing  about  their  home  place. 


♦  The  May-June  issue  featured  an  essay  on  the  Native 
American  concept  of  unity  of  life  and  land  by  Henrietta 
Whitem:in,  Director  of  the  University  of  Montiuia's 
Native  American  Studies  program.  Wliiteman  describes 
the  land  as  "the  first  and  oldest  of  women" — the  sacred 
giver  of  life  who  is  to  be  treated  with  "unconditional 
respect,  reverent  consideration  ;uid  love  that  we  ;is  in- 
dividuals feel  for  and  give  to  our  mother."  ♦  The  sub- 
ject of  small  towns,  which  "offer  their  residents  :ui  inter- 
pretative framework  for  understanding  and  directing 
their  lives, "  was  examined  by  professor  Wayne  Larson  of 
the  Sociology  Dep;irtment,  Montana  State  University,  in 
the  March-April  issue.  Larson  discusses  soci;il  stratifica- 
tion in  small  towns.  People  help  those  who  c;mnot  help 
themselves,  for  to  ignore  the  needs  of  neighbors  would 
be  akin  to  destroying  the  community.  ♦  Continuing  the 
discussion,  R.A.  Ator  describes  the  small  town  experi- 
ence in  an  essay  entitled  "From  Plenty  wood  to  Portland: 
What  1  Miss,"  and  Don  Maker  of  Broadus,  adds  a  humor- 
ous piece  entitled  "A  Tale  of  Two  Towns, "  which  details 
the  standing  rivalry  between  Ekalaka  and  Broadus. 


Recordings  of  state  writers  gathered 


MANY  OF  MONTANA'S  ACCOMPUSHED  WRITERS  HAVE  BEEN  INTER 

viewed  either  on  video  tape  or  for  radio  broadcast.  Un- 
fortunately, in  most  cases  these  tapes  have  seen  only 
one  broadcast  and  then  have  been  stored  in  archives, 
public  or  private  collections,  or  on  a  bookshelf  in  some- 
one's office.  ♦>  Because  the  interviews  are  valuable, 
personal  glimpses  of  Montana's  best  writers — Ivan  Doig, 
Norman  Maclean,  A.B.  Guthrie,  Dorothy  Johnson,  Rich- 
ard Hugo,  James  Welch,  and  more — University  of  Mon- 
tana English  Professor  William  Bevis  developed  the  Mon- 
tana Writers  Tapes  project  to  locate  these  taped  docu- 
ments and  make  them  more  readily  xcessible  to  the 
public.  Field  humiuiist  Diane  Sands,  and  poet/teacher 
Ripley  Hugo  assisted  Bevis  as  researchers  on  the  project. 


<♦  Bevis  says,  "Curiously,  the  new  electronic  media 
have  thrown  us  back  to  a  primitive  state:  we  c;ui  easily 
gather  the  materials  on  tape,  but  the  new  'publications' 
are  not  catalogued  and  available  to  the  public. "  ♦  He 
adds,  "The  first  step  of  this  grant  is  to  find  out  what's 
been  done,  locate  and  describe  it  and  publish  the  results. 
The  second  step  is  to  establish  a  stable  address  where 
future  reports  of  tapes  may  be  sent  and  annual  addend;! 
to  materials  can  be  published."  ♦  Finally,  perhaps 
in  cooperation  with  other  state  and/or  national  ;igencies, 
Bevis  believes  it  would  be  essential  to  ev.tluate,  copy  or 
transcribe  substantial  selected  tapes  and  house  them  in  a 
single  archive,  so  those  interested  will  be  able  to  find  all 
the  material  in  one  place. 


Earth  and  sacred  earth:  myth  and 
history  of  l\/lontana  iand  in  stories 


THIS  TWO-DAY  CONFERENCE  IN  GRFj\T  FAI.LS,  NOVEMBER  iO  AND 

December  1 ,  1984,  started  with  a  keynote  address  by  the 
project  director.  Dr.  John  Hart.  H;irt  is  currently  a  profes- 
sor of  religious  studies  at  Carroll  College  and  has  pub- 
lished a  book  entitled  Tlje  Spirit  of  the  Earth — A 
Theology  of  the  Land.  He  began  the  conference  by  com- 
paring the  Christi;ui  view  of  earth  ;is  a  resource  entrusted 
to  humanity,  for  use  by  generations  througliout  time,  to 
the  humanistic  view  of  earth  as  one  ecosystem  where 
survival  of  man ,  among  other  species ,  depends  upon  bal- 
ancing and  inter-relating  all  living  things.  ♦  The  con- 
cept of  "Earth  and  Sacred  Earth"  was  taken  yet  another 
direction,  when  Phillip  Deere,  a  Native  Americ;m  reli- 
gious teacher,  contriisted  our  "hungry  generation." 
which  searches  and  asks  God  for  what  is  missing  in  our 
lives,  to  the  Native  American  religious  view  that  encour- 
;iges  giving  thanks  for  the  sacredness  of  creation.  Deere 


said,  "We  come  fr(.)m  the  Earth  and  we  return  to  the 
Earth.  We  must  learn  what  is  sacred  and  what  is  holy,  . , 
We  have  to  understand  who  we  are  and  what  we  ;ire  to 
do.  We  are  the  caretakers  of  this  land,  ,  ,  ,  Wlien  we  de- 
stroy creation,  we  destroy  ourselves.  "  ♦  Poet  and  es- 
sayist Wendell  Berry  explained  his  view  that  the  sacre\l- 
ness  of  the  earth  is  a  practical  question.  He  ;irgued  that 
society  is  losing  kuid  to  erosion  and  urhuiization. 
Mankind,  he  believes,  is  losing  the  "kind  and  quality  of 
mind  to  use  the  earth  well. "  The  ch;inging  economic  pic- 
ture for  farmers  and  ranchers,  and  the  future  oif  the 
sm;ill  fiirm  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Tom  Wessel,  head  of  the 
Department  of  History  and  Philosophy  at  Montana  State 
University.  ♦  The  conference  was  attended  by  .scholars, 
farmers,  ranchers  and  Native  Americans,  who  examined 
and  discussed  the.se  viewpoints.  Despite  a  wintn.'  storm. 
200  people  attended  the  conference. 


Chair  and 
Vice-Chair  for 
1986  Named 


JEAN  DAHLMAN,  rancher 
and  teacher  from  Forsyth, 
Montana,  has  been  elected 
as  1986  Chair  of  the  Mon- 
tana Committee  for  the 
Humanities.  Dahlman  wiil 
begin  her  third  year  with 
the  MCH  in  1986. 

DENNIS  Mccormick,  pro- 
fessor of  foreign  languages 
and  literatures  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Montana  will 
serve  as  Vice-chair.  McCor- 
miclc  will  begin  the  fourth 
year  of  his  term  in  1986. 
Congratulations  to  both! 


Jean  Dahlman 


Dennis  McCormicit 


Anthology  to  feature  state  writers 


\\  AD  HOC  COMMITFEE  OF  MONTANA  SCHOLARS  AND  WRITERS 
1i;ls  been  gathering  works  of  Montana's  outstanding 
writers  for  centennial  publication.  The  ;uith()log\'  will 
include  Native  American  oral  tradition  stories  and  ex- 
cerpts from  the  writings  of  Lewis  :tnd  Clark,  A.B. 
(lulhrie,  Jr..  Wallace  Stegner,  Dorothy  Johnson,  Richard 
Hugo,  James  Welch  and  other  contemporary  Montana 
writers.  It  will  acquaint  present  and  future  generations 
with  the  state's  rich  literary  history  ;ind  Montana's  con- 
tinuing importance  as  a  location  that  produces  vivid  and 
compelling  writings  about  the  West,  *t*  The  MCH  funded 
the  pkuining  and  rese;irch  phase  of  this  project.  Editing  is 


currently  underway  with  the  financial  assistance  of  an 
Aesthetics  and  (iiltural  Projects  grant  from  the  Coal  Tax 
Fund,  :uid  the  project  is  administered  througli  Northern 
Montana  College,  Sponsors  plan  to  publish  the  anthol- 
ogy with  the  Montana  Historic;il  Society  in  1987-88,  ♦ 
Selections  from  literature  collected  for  this  ;mthology  ;ire 
being  adapted  for  "Homespun,"  a  centennial  touring 
play  presented  by  the  X'igilante  Players  of  Bozeman,  The 
"Homespun "  dnuiiatic  productions  are  also  partially 
funded  by  the  Montana  (Committee  for  the  Humanities, 
and  will  be  available  in  the  state  for  public  progr-ams 
beginning  in  January,  1986, 


My  grandmother's  Star  Quilt  honors  me 
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THE  SIOUX  AND  ASSINIBOINE  WOMEN  OF  THE  FJVKLV  m(K)S  PRAC 

ticed  the  art  of  Star  Quilt  making.  There  is  no  written  in- 
formation about  the  origins  of  this  craft ,  but  it  is  thought 
that  quilting  w;is  brouglit  to  Sioux  country  in  the  late 
1800s  by  missionaries  or  ladies-aid  societies,  or  that  it 
came  in  the  1930s  and  I'^^O.s  with  the  cultur;d  revival 
prognims  of  the  Roosevelt  administration,  *t*  The  St;ir 
Quilts'  unusual  color  schemes  and  designs,  using  the 
traditionjil  sunburst  patterns  of  the  Sioux  :uid  A,s,sini- 
lx)ine,  re\eal  a  unique  process  of  sharing  :uid  le;irning 
between  Indian  and  white  cultures.  Star  Quilts  are 
treasured  items  at  tribal  give-aways,  and  hold  :ui  impor- 
tant place  in  Sioux  culture,  *l*  The  Native  Americ;in 
Studies  programs  of  Eastern  Montana  College  and  Mon- 
tana State  University  have  worked  cooperati\'ely  over 
the  past  ye;ir,  conducting  or;d  interviews  of  elderly 
women  on  the  Fort  Peck  and  Fort  Belknap  reservations 
to  document  what  is  known  about  this  unique  expres- 
sion of  culture.  The  result  of  the  project  is  a  color  slide- 
tape  presentation,  which  is  av;ulable  to  the  public  from 
Mont;uia  State  University  ;uid  Fort  Peck  ;uid  Fort  Belknap 
Reservations,  "l*  Professor  Niuicy  Tucker  of  Montana 
State  University  ;uid  Professor  Jeanne  Eder  of  Eastern 
.Montana  College  were  the  co-directors  on  this  MCH- 
funded  project.  Tucker  previewed  the  program  at  the 
'12th  Annuid  Montana  History  Conference,"  in  Helena, 
November  7-8.  In  a  mo\'ing  speech  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  tribal  elder  Gerald  Red  Elk,  Kenneth  Ryan, 
newly  elected  tribal  chaimiiin  of  the  Fort  Peck  Reserva- 
tion, presented  a  beautiful  Star  Quilt  to  the  Montana 
Historical  Society  for  iLs  pemianenl  collection. 


"Waheenee,  Buffalo  Bird 

Woman."  Professor  Jeanne 

Eder  of  the  Native 

American  Studies  Program, 

Eastern  Montana  College, 

dresses  In  the  traditional 

clothing  of  a  HIdatsa 

woman  when  she  presents 

a  one-hour  monologue  In 

honor  of  the  true-life 

character,  Waheenee. 

Professor  Eder's 

presentation  Is  part  of  the 

MCH  Speatters  Bureau. 


MCH  adds  films  to  collection 


IHKOl (ill  JOINT  l'LANNI,N(i  EFFORTS  WITH  THE  ,\1)  HOC  CO.MMIT 

tee  on  Issues  of  the  Nuclear  Age,  the  MCH  recently  has 
purch;ised  "Mess:ige  from  the  Stone  Age,"  produced  by 
John  Nance  of  Portkuid,  The  film  traces  the  ancient 
customs  of  the  Tasaday  people  of  the  Philippines,  whose 
first  contact  with  modern  society  was  in  the  lO^Os.  The 
dt)cument;iry  chronicles  their  rapid  journey  from  the 
Stone  Age  into  the  Space  Age.  *l*  Other  films  and  videos 
added  to  the  MCH  Media  Collection  during  19SS  have  in- 
cluded; 'A,B,  Guthrie's  Vanishing  P;iradise. "  pn)duced 
by  l.ightbound.  Inc.;  "The  Constitution:  That  Delicate 


Bal;uice  (series),  produced  by  Media  aid  Society 
Seminars  of  Columbia  University;  "Vietnam;  A  Televi- 
sion Histop,'"  (series),  executive  producer  Rich;ird 
Ellison;  "The  Custer  Battlefield  Revisited,  produced  by 
Michael  Parks;  "Phantom  Cowboy, '  produced  by  Swain 
\Xblfe  and  ^X■atershed  Foundation;  :uid  "The  Dnim  Is  the 
Heart, "  produced  b\'  Rand\'  Croce  and  Blackfeet  Commu- 
nity College  Media  Department,  *l*  For  information  on 
how  non-profit  organizations  may  borrow  items  from 
the  MCH  Media  Collection,  write  or  c;ill:  IMS,  University 
of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812;  (406)  243  5976. 


Looking  for  interesting  spealcers? 


Till-:   M(iM.\.\A  (.(IMMIITEK   FOR  THK   HI  \1.\MTIKS    SPEAKEfO 

Bureau,  now  in  its  third  year,  has  expanded  to  include 
four  new  Mont:uia  progr;ims.  The  additions  ;ire:  "Mon- 
tana Plains:  Myths  and  Realities,"  pre.sented  by  Hugo 
Tureck,  sociologist  ;uid  r;uicher,  Coffee  Creek.  Mr.  Tureck 
examines  a  number  of  myths  about  the  dreat  Plains.  He 
touches  upon  the  historical  development  of  ideals  aknit 
the  cowboy  and  the  frontier,  the  Great  Plains  and  the 
Great  Americ;ui  Desert,  ;uid  hum;ui  connections  to  the 
land.  Using  a  slide-tape  presentation ,  he  encour;tges  con- 
tributions from  the  audience  abcxit  person;il  experiences. 
♦  "Montana  Mythology,"  presented  by  Dr.  Mary  C. 
Blew,  Northern  Montana  College,  Havre.  Dr.  Blew  h:is 
gathered  letters,  di;iries  and  oral  reminiscences  of  Mon- 
tanans  to  develop  a  lecture  which  freshens  our  look  at 
the  events  and  people  that  shaped  Montana.  She  encour- 
ages audiences  to  think  about  the  mythology  that  has  in- 
fluenced and  often  racked  the  lives  of  western  men  and 
women.  ♦  "We'rejust  Dirt:  American  Indian  Views 
of  Land,"  presented  by  Roger  Dunsmore,  Professor  of 
Humanities,  University  of  Montana.  Dr.  Dunsmore 
draws  on  Indian  tales,  speeches  and  songs  to  illustrate 
the  Americ;m  Indims'  relationship  to  hind  :uid  nature. 
He  focuses  on  characteristics  of  Indian  life  that  make  it 
different  from  others — using  Native  American  views 
about  earth,  fellow  creatures,  plants,  rocks  and  water. 


Federation  names 
Kingsiand  director 

l)K  MAKGARtrr  C,  Kl.NGSI.AND,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MON 

tana  Committee  for  the  Humanities,  h;is  accepted  the 
position  of  Acting  Director  of  the  Nationid  Federation  of 
State  Hummities  Councils,  headqu;irtered  in  Minnea- 
polis. Kingsiand  will  manage  the  Federation's  activities 
until  June  1,  1985,  while  the  organization  conducts  a 
search  for  a  permanent  director.  ♦  The  National 
Federation  of  State  Humanities  Councils  conducts 
research  and  publishes  issues  of  concern  to  its  constit- 
uents— S3  state  ;uid  territorial  humanities  councils.  It 
also  lobbies  Congress  for  state  humanities  program  fund- 
ing, and  serves  as  an  intermediary  voice  between  the 
.state  councils  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities. 

Shaw  appointed 

UK   \IAR\'IN  SHAW.  PROFESSOR  OF  HISTORY  AND  I'HILOSOPHY  AT 

Montana  State  University  and  the  1985  Chair  of  the  Mon- 
tana Committee  for  the  Humanities,  has  been  selected  as 
the  state's  academic  faculty  representative  on  the  search 
committee  for  a  new  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education . 

♦  The  Boiu'd  of  Regents,  President  Bruce  Carpenter  of 
Eastern  Montana  College,  and  Jack  Noble,  staff  represent- 
ative of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion, make  up  the  remainder  of  the  search  committee. 

♦  A  screening  subcommittee  will  meet  in  January-  to 
narrow  the  field  of  candidates  to  25.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
commissioner's  position  will  be  filled  by  July  1,  1986. 


♦  "Uaheenee,  Buffalo  Bird  Ubman,"  pre.sented  by 
Jeanne  Eder,  Professor  of  Native  American  Studies, 
Pastern  Montana  College.  Professor  Eder  performs  a  one- 
hour  monologue  of  the  character  Vtkheenee,  a  Hidatsa 
Indian  wom;m.  W;ilieenee  lived  from  1839  to  1929,  and 
tluring  her  lifetime  she  saw  the  Hid;itsa  people  change 
from  e;irth-lodge  dwellers  of  the  Missouri  Ri\er  region  to 
inhabitants  of  present-diiy  reservations.  Professor  Eder 
depicts  the  wisdom  :uul  the  lifestyle  of  this  Native 
American  culture,  telling  stories,  dancing  and  dramatiz- 
ing oral  traditions.  ♦  Seventeen  Speakers  Bureau 
presentations  are  available  to  non-profit  groups,  free  of 
charge.  For  more  information  concerning  these  pro- 
grams write  or  call  the  MCH:  PO.  Box  8()3(i,  Mis.soula, 
MT  59807,  (406)  243-6022. 


Senate  stalls 
Curran  nomination 

IW.  NEW  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ENDOWMENT  FOR  THE 

HunKinities  will  not  be  Edward  A.  Curr;m.  Curnui,  who 
is  presently  Deputy  Director  of  the  Pe;ice  Corps,  was 
nominated  by  the  White  House  to  be  the  new  director  of 
the  Endowment.  The  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  :md 
lluimui  Resources  produced  two  tie  votes  (8-8)  on 
whether  to  approve  his  nomination.  'Without  a  majority 
committee  vote,  Curr:m's  nomination  will  not  go  to  Hie 
Senate  for  approval.  ♦  Republican  Senator  Robert  T. 
Stafford  of  Vermont  joined  the  seven  Democrats  on  the 
panel  in  voting  against  Mr.  ('urran,  whose  confirmation 
iieanng  liLst  month  w;ls  marked  by  ch;irges  that  he  had 
inadequate  scholarly  credentials  and  by  questions  about 
his  .stormy  tenure  ;ts  the  director  of  the  National  Inslitute 
of  Education.  ♦  "We're  obviously  disappointed,"  said  a 
White  House  spokesman.  "We  had  felt  he  was  a  well- 
qualified  candid;ite."  ♦  John  Agresto  will  continue  ;is 
the  acting  director  of  the  Nation:il  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities  until  a  permanent  director  is  selected. 


A.B.  Guthrie's  Vanishing 
Paradise.  A  V2-hour  video 
on  A.B.  "Bud"  Guthrie's  life 
and  work.  Produced  by 
Lightbound  Productions, 
Inc.,  Bozeman.  The  video  is 
available  to  non-profit 
groups  from  the  MCH 
lUledia  Collection. 


m 


MCH  makes  new  grant  awards 


"*IIIIIWI' 


Montana  Committee  for 

the  Humanities  elects 

academic  members  Steen 

and  Fandozzi. 


Sara  Jayne  Steen 


Phil  Fandozzi 


\  SK*  (.KA.M   VH.AK  BKGAN  NOVKMBEK  1,  AND  THK  MCH  HAS 

made  the  following  grant  awards — contingent  upon 
1986  funding  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Hum;inities:  "Frofiles  Against  the  Landscape, "  spon- 
sored by  Northern  Montana  College,  Havre.  This  two- 
day  conference  is  set  for  January  23-25  in  Havre.  The 
conference  will  include  fiction  and  poetry  readings, 
panel  discussions  and  critic;d  papers  addressing  the 
literary  herit:ige  of  Montana.  Scholars  involved  are  Mar\^ 
Blew.  Daryl  (irider,  Fiill  Thackeray,  ^X■illiam  Hoagland, 
and  M;iry  Engel,  of  Northern  Montana  College,  and  Bill 
Bevis  and  William  Kittredge  of  the  University  of  Mon- 
tana. Novelist  James  Welch  and  poet  Madeline  DeFrees 
will  read  excerpLs  from  their  work.  If  his  schedule 
permits,  A.B.  Guthrie,  Jr.,  will  be  keynote  speaker  for  the 
conference.  ♦  "Re-Encha>iti!ii>  Island  Earth:  The 
li'mpest  Vih'kend. "  sponsored  by  the  Helena  Film  Soci- 
ety, will  examine  the  relevance  of  Shakespeare's  We 
Tempest  in  the  modem  world.  Set  for  Janu;iry  8-12  in 
Helena,  conference  activities  will  include  ;ui  interjireta- 
tion  of  the  text  by  Texas  scholar  Frederick  "Rimer,  as  well 
:ls  screenings  of  a  number  of  film  adaptations  and  ana- 
logues such  ;is  the  "Wizard  of  C)z,"  'Forbidden  Planet, " 
;uk1  the  "Magic  Flute. "  A  contemporary  stage  adaptation 
of  The  Tempest  by  Fred  Curchack  will  cap  the  weekend's 
festivities,  ♦  'Reflections iti  Moiitaua,  "sponsored  by 
Kl  KM  and  the  Universitv  of  Montana,  Missoula.  This 


popuhir  radio  series  will  be  available  again  in  1986  with 
nine  half-hour  programs.  Produced  by  the  University  of 
Montana's  new  Telecommunications  Center,  four  of  the 
nine  programs  will  be  broadcast  on  television  as  well  as 
on  radio,  setting  a  new  direction  for  this  series  and 
reaching  out  to  a  broader  audience.  ♦  The  programs  are 
distributed  to  approximately  .30  radio  stations  acro.ss  the 
state,  is  well  ;ls  cat;ilogued  on  audio  cassette  at  40  public 
institutions  in  Montana.  ♦  "Economics,  Religion,  and 
the  Land. "  sponsored  by  the  College  of  Great  Falls.  This 
day-long  symposium  at  the  college  on  April  10,  will 
focus  on  religion  and  human  values  as  they  relate  to 
economics,  especially  agricultural  economics.  Nobel 
Laureate  Dr.  Lawrence  Klein  will  l)e  the  guest  lecturer. 
Dr.  Klein  was  awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  in  Economics  and 
currently  lectures  on  economics  througliout  the  United 
States.  ♦  "Welfare:  Is  It  an  Incentire  or  Disincentive 
for  Self  Sufficiency?"  sponsored  by  the  Montana 
Chapter  of  the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers.  A 
one-diiy  forum  on  April  19  at  Montana  State  liniversity 
w  ill  examine  issues  of  welfare  including  a  debate  on  the 
incentive/disincentive  issue.  A  historic  over\iew  of 
.sociiil  welfiire  in  the  U.S.  will  be  presented,  and  Mon- 
tana's demographic,  social,  and  economic  trends  will  be 
addressed.  P;uiel  discussions,  will  in\'olve  legislators, 
county  commi.ssioners,  .scholars,  low  income  people  and 
state  agency  personnel. 


Perrin  replaces  Fetz  on  board 


\l    IHK  ri;i)HK/MI()\  S  ANM  AL  MEliTlNG  FUK  .STAIH  III  M.Wirit^S 

councils  in  Kansas  City  November  22-24,  Ron  Perrin  was 
elected  to  a  three-year  term  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Federation.  Perrin  was  the  108-4  Chair  of  the  MCH, 
and  currently  teaches  politicid  theory  at  the  University  of 
Montana.  ♦  He  will  continue  the  tradition  of  leadership 


begun  by  Jerry  Fetz  (iil.so  a  former  M(;H  chiiir),  profe,s,sor 
of  foreign  langiuiges  and  literatures  at  the  Uni\ersity  of 
Montana.  Fetz's  term  on  the  Federation  Board  expired  in 
November.  \XTiile  on  the  Board,  he  ser\ed  as  chair  of  the 
Rese;irch  and  Publications  Committee  ;ind  ch;iir  of  the 
Editorial/Advisory  Board  for  the  organization's  journal. 


Nuclear  age  conference  planned 


WITH  A  l'l.,\.N\IN(,  (.KA.M  I'Wi.M  IHK  MONTANA  COMMHTEE  FOR 

the  HuHKUiities  the  ad  hoc  Committee  on  Issues  of  the 
Nuclear  Age  has  initiated  the  development  of  a  major 
conference  to  be  held  in  Great  F:ills.  This  conference,  on 
the  topic  of  'The  Ch;uiging  Face  of  Humiuiity  in  the 
Nuclear  Age,"  will  take  pkice  in  early  November  of  1986, 
contingent  upon  funding  by  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Humanities.  ♦  Following  a  keynote  address 
three  .separate  panels  will  explore  the  cultural,  politic:il 
and  .scientific  significance  of  the  Nude:ir  Age,  The  first 
will  reflect  upon  how  such  cultunil  institutions  as  the 
family,  the  church  and  the  school  have  been  shaped  in 
this  era.  The  second  will  discuss  the  institutions  and 
ethos  of  democracy  in  America,  while  the  third  will  ex- 
plore the  ch:uiging  character  of  the  scientific  communit}' 
and  the  scientific  enterprise.  ♦  Major  speakers  who  ;ire 
confirmed  to  date  are  psychologist  Robert  Ja\-  Lifton. 
sociologist  Rotx-rt  Bellali,  political  theorist  Jean  Bethke 
Elshtain,  theologian  Stanley  Hauerwas,  ;uid  historian 
Christopher  Ixsch.  ♦  Througli  the  .MCH-funded  "Re- 
flections in  Mont;uia"  series,  the  University  of 
Mont;uia's  Radio  and  Television  Department  plans  to 
produce  a  one-hour  documentary  of  the  conference  for 


distribution  througli  education^  institutions  as  well  as 
conimerci;il  and  public  broadcasting  networks  statewide. 
♦  Should  the  ad  hoc  Committee  be  unsuccessful  with 
its  propositi  to  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Huniiuiities,  it  plans  to  hold  a  more  modest  conference 
using  those  speakers  already  committed. 

Committee 
policy  changed 

.XT  ITS  NOVE.MBEK  IS-lCi  yl  Ak TEKL^  MEETING  LN  BILLINGS.  THE 

Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities  pas.sed  a  motion 
that  as  of  April  1 ,  1986,  only  applications  of  up  to  S6.(K)0 
will  be  reviewed  monthly  by  its  Gr;inls  Re\iew  Subcom- 
mittee. ♦  In  the  past,  the  MCH  has  reviewed  monthly 
grant  applications  of  up  to  SIO.OOO.  each  month.  The 
Committee's  decision  was  based  upon  the  fact  that  fewer 
dollars  have  been  available  from  the  National  Endow- 
ment for  the  Humanities  for  regranting,  and  therefore, 
reductions  must  be  made  in  MCH  grant-ni;iking  prcxed- 
ures  in  order  to  protect  the  av;iilability  of  regrant  funds 
throughout  this  fiscal  year. 


New  Committee  members  elected 


AT  ITS  NOVEMBER  IS  10  QUARTERLY  MEETlNd  IN  HILLINGS,  THE 

Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities  elected  a  public 
member  and  two  academic  members  for  four-ye:ir  terms 
beginning Jaiuutry  I.  ♦  The  new  members  will  fill  the 
positions  of  Dean  Hellinger,  public  member  from  Shelby. 
Ikirke  Townsend,  academic  member  from  the  University 
of  Montana,  and  Marvin  Shaw,  academic  member  from 
Montana  State  University,  whose  terms  have  expired. 
The  new  members  :ire:  Jim  McGarvey,  public  member, 
Helena.  McGarvey  is  executive  director  of  the  Mont;uia 
Federation  of  Teachers  and  has  worked  in  the  field  of 
education  for  23  ye;irs.  A  native  of  Butte,  McG:irvey  also 
h;Ls  worked  on  behalf  of  org:mized  labor  for  18  years.  ♦ 
Sara  Jay  ne  Steen,  academic  member,  Bozeman.  Steen  is 
on  the  English  faculty  at  Montana  State  University, 
where  she  Ikls  taught  since  1978.  Her  areas  of  speci;il  in- 
terest are  Renaissance  studies  and  bibliography  and  text 
editing  and  composition.  She  has  assisted  groups  in 
Bozeman  with  public  humanities  programs,  and  most 
recently  worked  as  a  consultant  on  ttie  Beall  Park  Art 
Center's  summer  project,  "Shakespeare:  His  world,  His 
Work."  ♦  Phillip  Fandozzi,  academic  member,  Mis- 
soula. Fandozzi  is  coordinator  of  the  Hummiities  Pro- 
gram at  the  University  of  Montana,  through  the  depart- 


ment of  History  and  Philosophy.  His  areas  of  interest  are 
philo.sophy  of  technolog\',  existential  philosoph}'  :uid  hu- 
ni;uiities.  Fiuidozzi's  public  involvement  includes  mem- 
bership on  the  Governor's  Task  Force  for  Integration  of 
Arts  ;uid  Hum;uiities  in  Montiuia  School  Curricula. 

"Lef  s  Talk  About 
■t"  is  successful 

vol!  MAY  HAVE  HEARD  ABOUT  READING  AND  DISCUSSION  PRO 
grams  called  "Lets  Talk  About  It"  offered  at  12  public 
libraries  in  Montana  this  f;ill.  jointly  funded  by  the 
American  Library  Association,  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Humiuiities  :uid  the  Montiuia  Committee  for  the 
Humanities,  the  programs  were  a  great  success.  ♦  Dan 
Rubey,  Carole  Szetela-Biron  and  Barbara  Rudio  of  Mis- 
.soula  joined  with  MCH  Bo;ird  member,  H:irry  Fiss  of 
Havre  to  design  a  propositi  for  the  Mont;uia  progr;im, 
which  was  submitted  in  competition  with  propos;ils 
from  18  other  states.  "Let's  T:ilk  About  It"  has  given 
Montanans  a  chance  to  read  important  works  of  litera- 
ture and  talk  about  them  with  humanities  scholars. 


MCH  Calendar  of  Events 


DATE 


ACTIVITY 


LOCATION 


December  9-13 

December  31 

January  8-12 

January  23-25 

January  24-26 

January- 
Wmber  1986 

Winter-Spring 
1986 

April  18 

'April  19 

Summer  1986 
Fall  1986 

Fall  1986 


"On  Common  Ground " 
Wilderness  Institute  Conference 

"Summer  Semin;irs  1986" 

Deadline  for  MCH  receipt  of  scholars'  proposals 

"Re-enchanting  Ishuid  Earth;  The  Tempest 
Weekend"  Conference 

"Profiles  Against  the  Landscape" 
Conference 

MCH  Quarterly  Meeting 

(and  new  members'  orientation) 

"Reflections  in  Montana" 
1986  Radio  Series 

"Homespun" 

TVaveling  dramatic  readings  program 

"Welfare:  Is  It  an  Incentive  or  Disincentive?" 

Conference 

"Economics,  Religion  and  the  Land" 

Symposium 

"Summer  Seminars  for  Schoolteachers" 

"Awards  in  the  Humanities" 

MCH  banquet 

"Changing  Face  of  Humanity  in  the  Nuclear  Age" 

Conference 


University  of  Montana  and 
St.  Anthony's  Auditorium,  Mi.s.soula 

MCH  Office 
Missoula 

Second  Story  Cinema  and  Helena 
Jr.  High  Auditorium,  Helena 

Northern  Montana  College 

Faimiont  Hut  Springs 

State-wide 

State-wide 

Montana  State  University 
Bozeman 

College  of  Great  Falls 

(To  be  announced) 
(To  be  announced) 

College  of  Great  Fa^s 


Williams  commended  for  support 


MONTA.NA'S  REPRESENTATIVE  PAT  WILLLiU^IS  MADE  THESE  REMARKS 
at  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  hearings  on  July  22  for  the 
reauthorization  of  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
and  the  Nation;il  Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  As 
chair  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Select  Education, 
Williams  has  been  an  influential  supporter  of  public 
humanities  programming,  both  in  this  state  and  nation- 


wide Williams  is  a  strong  advocate  for  the  peopje  of 
Montana  and  other  rural  regions,  and  has  served  fhem 
well.  ♦  In  special  recognition  of  Congressman 
Williams'  contributions  to  the  Endowment  and  its  pro- 
grams, this  October  the  National  Federation  of  State 
Humanities  Councils  commended  him  in  Washington 
with  a  certificate  of  appreciation. 


Montana  Committee  for  the 
Humanities  elects  public 
member  McGarvey 


Jim  McGarvey 


Montana's 
Congressman 
Williams  leader  on 
humanities  issues 

"The  humanities  are  critical 
for  each  of  us  to  Judge  the 
nature  of  our  Just  state  and 
to  participate  in  establish- 
ing this  nation's  standards 
for  a  fair  distribution  of  her 

benefits  and  burdens 

The  study  of  humanities 
should  have  as  many  sides 
to  it  as  human  nature 
does." 


What  do  you  think? 

Do  you  want  to  see  your 
humanities  committee 
continue  to  operate  at 
the  same  level  of  diver- 
sity and  excellence? 


Region  plans 
video  series 

A  CONSOKTIU.M  OF  WESTERjN  HUMANHES  COUNCILS  FROM  THE 
seven  states  of  the  Northern  Tier,  along  witli  media  pro- 
ducers, liumanities  consuhants.  writers  ;uid  researchers 
organized  last  summer  to  plan  a  regional  television 
series,  titled  "Visions  of  the  Northern  Viest."  The 
project's  sponsor  is  Northern  Lights  Institute,  a  noiv 
profit  regional  educational  and  research  foundation  with 
offices  in  Mi.ssoula.  ♦  The  histories  and  cultures  of 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  \Xyoming,  Montana, 
Idalio,  Washington  and  Oregon  will  be  explored  in  eight 
50-miiuite  videotape  documentaries.  Producers  phin  to 
distribute  the  programs  through  national  broadcast. 
home  video,  and  educational  outlets.  ♦  A  proposal  for 
research  and  scripting  funds  for  this  series  was  submitted 
to  the  Nation;il  Endowment  for  the  Hum;uiities  in 
September.  If  funded,  the  documentaries  are  scheduled 
to  be  completed  sometime  during  1988  and  aired  :is  p;irt 
of  the  joint  centenni;il  celebrations  of  the  "omnibus ' 
states  in  1989-90. 


What  do  you  think? 

Enclosed  is  my  gift  in  the  amount  of  S_ 
Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


D  i  would  be  interested  in  working  with  the  MCH  to  organize  a  Friends  of  the 
Humanities '  group  in  my  area. 


Since  1972  the  Montana 
Committee  for  the 
Humanities  has  operated 
solely  on  federal  grant 
support.  The  next  few 
years  may  bring  drastic 
reductions  in  federal 
monies  to  the  National 
Endowment  for  the 
Humanities  and  its  state- 
based  programs.  We 
want  to  keep  providing 
public  humanities  con- 
ferences, speakers,  and 
special  programs  to 
communities  in  this 
state.  Vou  can  help  us 
by  mailing  your  tax- 
deductible  donation  to 
the  MCH  today. 


History  conference 
stresses  Kieritage 

IHK  \:m  A.NNLAL  MONTANA  HISTORY  CONFERENCE,  FUNDED  IN 
part  by  the  Mont;uia  Committee  for  the  Humiuiities,  took 
place  at  the  Colonial  Inn  in  Helena,  .\ovemlx.'r  ~-9.  This 
\e;ir's  conference  offered  fresh  perspectives  on  Mon- 
tana's history  througli  its  materi;il  culture  and  onil  tradi- 
tions ♦  Eolklorist  B;irre  Tolkien  showed  slides  of  folk 
culture  ranging  from  stone  can-ers  to  ranch  gateways, 
and  added  a  humorous  note  in  his  renditions  of  region;il 
ballads,  jokes  and  ;uiecd()tes.  Speakers.  p;uiels  and  film 
,iiui  \idtt)  presentations  nuiged  from  discussions  of 
.Montana's  pioneer  traditions  to  a  slide-show  of  .teini- 
Ixiine  .Sioux  st:ir  quilts  ;uid  readings  of  contempor;iry 
literature.  Schokirs  in  history,  folklife,  anthropology  and 
literature  ;uid  site  curators  joined  together  in  describing 
.Montana  s  cok)rful  ;uid  diverse  cultural  herit;ige.  ♦  The 
conference  ended  with  demonstrations  of  folk  art  such 
;ls  Ix'adwork.  leatherwork.  folk  music  and  quilting.  The 
conference  is  ;ui  ;uinu;il  f;ill  event,  which  will  \k  held 
next  ve;ir  in  .Missoula. 


Statement  of  revenue, 
encumbrances  for  the  two 
years  ended  October  31 ,  1984 

ASSETS 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  S  9,911 

Due  from  NEH  131,436 

Accounts  receivable  301 

In-kind  due  from  unfinalized  regrants  304,200 

Equipment  1x121 

'Ibtal  Assets  S4b().969 

LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCE 


Accounts  payable 
Payroll  tiixes  payable 
Due  to  regriuits 

Total  Liabilities 

Fund  balance 
Over-expended  budget 
Equipment  v:duation  reserve 
Reserve  for  encumbrances — regrants 

Total  Fund  Balance 
Ibtal  Liabilities  ;uid  Fund  Balance 


S  18,449 
304 

4,728 
23,481 

(  47) 

(      1,421) 
15,121 
423.835 

43^.488 

S4(i0,%9 


Statement  of  assets,  liabilities 
and  fund  balance 
October  31, 1984 


I 
I 

j     REVENUE 
I 


(iRANT      LOC\L      TOTAL 


GranLs  from  NEH 

X()08,862 

S 

S608.862 

Restricted  gifts 

15,000 

15,000 

NEH  gift  match 

15,000 

15,000 

Inrestricted  gifts 

915 

915 

Interest 

228 

228 

In-kind  &  cash  match 

546,810 

562,953 

546.810 

Ibtal  Revenue 

623,862 

1.186,815 

EXPENDITURES 

Operational 

180,367 

117.922 

298,289 

Program  development 

69,639 

69,639 

Regrants 

217,872 

139,688 

357,560 

Sabbatical 

11,862 

11.862 

Local  expenses 

1,278 

1,278 

Retired  persons 

2,000 

2,000 

Council  Cond.  Project 

23,908 

505,648 

23,908 

Total  Expenditures 

258,888 

764,536 

ENCUMBRA 

NCES 

Regranls  1 19,635    304,200    423,835 

Total  E.xpenditures  and 

Encumbrances  625.283    563.088  1.188.3^1 


EXCESS  (DEFIQESCY)  REVENUE 

Over  Expenditures  and 

Encumbrances  (      1.-421 )( 


135)( 


.556) 


MCH  grants 


Distribution  of  programs  funded 

from  November  1, 1983  through  October  31 , 1 985 

LUNGS,  BOZEMAN,      lldhsoii,  ilysham,  Kiilispell,  Laurel,  Lewistown,  l.ibby. 


.'VNACUNDA,   AKI.KK,    BAKER,    BIG   SAW)V, 

Broadus,  Browning,  Butte,  Chester,  Chinook,  Coistrip, 
Conrad,  Corvailis,  Culbertson,  Cut  Bank,  Deer  Lodge, 
Denton,  Dillon,  Forsyth,  Fort  Benton,  Gardiner,  Geral- 
dine,  Glasgow,  Glendive,  Grass  R;uige,  Great  F;ills, 
Hamilton,  Hardin,  H;irlem,  Harlowton,  Havre,  Helena, 


Livingston,  M;ilta,  Manhattan,  Medicine  Lake,  Miles  City, 
Missoula,  Outlook,  Pablo,  Plentywood,  Red  Lodge, 
Roundup,  Shepherd,  Sheridan,  Sidney,  Twin  Bridges, 
West  Yellowstone,  \X1iite  Sulphur  Springs,  Whitefish, 
Wibaux,  Winifred,  Winnett,  Worden,  Wolf  Point. 


NEH  celebrates 
20th  anniversary 

THE  NATIONAL  ENDOWMENT  FOR  THE  HUMANITIES  CELEBRATED  ITS 
20th  anniversary  in  198S,  and  organizations  throughout 
the  country  have  encouraged  efforts  to  look  back  on  the 
past  20  years  to  discover  the  impact  of  the  Endowment 
on  cultur;il  awareness  locally,  regionally  ;uid  nationally. 
Congress  enacted  legislation  in  19bS  that  created  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  ;is  ;ui  indepen- 
dent grant-making  agency  of  the  federal  government  to 
support  scholarship,  research,  education  and  public  pro- 
grams in  the  humanities. 

All  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  had  cause  to  cele- 
brate. The  American  Library  Association  h;is  worked 
with  the  media  office  of  the  NEH  to  prepare  groups  of  En- 
dowment-supported films  and  video  tapes  that  are  tour- 
ing the  country. 

In  related  efforts,  the  Association  of  American  Univer- 
sities has  been  encouraging  campus  press  officers  to  pro- 
duce ;irticles  and  features  in  their  public  and  alumni 
publications  that  higlilight  the  contributions  of  the  NEH 
to  universities.  And  the  National  Hum;uiities  Alliance  has 
worked  with  the  NEH  to  make  available  radio  programs, 
prepared  with  NEH  support,  to  National  Public  Radio  and 
campus  radio  stations. 

Local  groups  ;ire  encouraged  to  continue  to  organize 
film  festivals  and  other  programs  to  bring  attention  to 
the  contributions  of  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities. 


The  MCH  staff  would  like  to 
thank  John  Well-Off-Man  of 
Missoula,  Dean  Heilinger  of 
Shelby,  the  Museum  of  the 
Rockies  in  Bozeman,  and 
Lightbound  Productions, 
Inc.,  in  Bozeman  and 
Chicago,  for  providing 
us  with  photographs  to 
use  in  this  newsletter  and 
annual  report. 


Jyl  Hoyt,  producer  of  the 
radio  series  "Reflections  In 
Montana."  Project  spon- 
sored by  radio  station 
KUFM,  University  of  Mon- 
tana, Missoula. 


Programs  funded  by  MCH 

From  November  1, 1984  to  December  31 ,  1985 


CONFERENCES 


A.B.Guthrie,  Jr.,  and 

cameraman  Tom  Cook 

during  production  of  A.B. 

Guthrie's  Vanishing 

Paradise. 


On  Common  Ground 

Wlltleriiess  Institute,  University  of  Montana.  SS,950/$5,950*. 
Tliree  day  conference  and  public  fonim  on  wilderness  issues. 
(Missoula) 

Profiles  Against  the  landscape 

Northern  Montana  College.  S8.^4l/Sl  1.924.  Conference  of  literary- 
readings,  panel  discussions,  presentation  of  papers  on  Western  liter 
aiure  (Havre) 

Welfare:  Is  It  an  Incentive  Or  Disincentive 
to  .Self-Sufficiency? 

Montana  Chapter  of  Nation;il  Association  of  Social  Wbrkers.  $4,783/ 
S-t.XO,H  One  d;iy  public  forum  on  social  welfare  issues.  (BozeilKin) 

Economics,  Religion  and  Land 

College  of  Great  Falls.  S5,9S2/S5,925.  One-day  symposium  on  reli- 
gious and  humanistic  values  a.s  they  relate  to  economics  and  agri- 
culture. (Great  Falls) 

Re-enchanting  Island  Earth:  The  Tempest  Weekend 

Helena  Film  Sooety  S(i.l-i.;/Sin,029  l«.-tures,  p;uiels,  driuiiatic  re;id 
ings,  and  contemporary  stage  play,  examining  the  relevance  of  Tlx 
Tempest  to  the  modem  world  (Helena) 

Earth  and  Sacred  Earth:  Myth  and  History 
in  Stories  of  Montana  Land 

College  of  Great  Falls.  S^,4()1/S5,7S1.  A  two-day  conference  that  ex 
amined  Christian  and  Native  American  views  of  the  earth.  (Great 
Falls) 

Bach  in  Bozeman 

Mont;uia  State  liiiversity  Sin.:r9  from  previous  year.  $1,248/ 
$  1 .248. 1\vo-d;ty  conference  that  examined  impact  of  Bach's  genius 
on  society.  (Bozeman) 

Personal  Encounters:  Montanans  in  the  U.S.S.R. 

Carroll  College  S I  .W1;S2.88().  One  day  conference  involving  panel 
discussion,  slide  tape  presentation  and  lecture  on  social  and  cultural 
life  in  U.S.S.R,  (Helena) 

Di.stant  Voices:  Words  and  Images  of  the  Blackfeet 

Blackfeet  ('ommunity  (A)llege.  $3,230/$!  ,^"^.  A  series  of  three  pro- 
grams addressing  cultur;U  and  historical  aspects  of  the  life  of  the 
Blackfeet  (Browning) 

The  Sword  and  the  Chrysanthemum 

Helena  Film  Society.  $9.4(i<>/$34,6^8  'IVo  week  festival  on  Japanese 
culture,  featuring  films  and  lectures  (Helena) 

The  New  (ierman  Cinema;  1%8  to  Present 

University  of  .Montana.  $8,912/$5,097.  One-week  film  festival  and 
lecture  series.  (Missoula) 


No  Man  is  an  Island 

Northern  Montma  College.  $2,850/$S,994.  Three-day  conference  on 
children's  literature.  (Havre) 

What's  A  Women's  Film  Anyway? 

Network  of  Montana  Women's  Centers.  $5.755/$ll,271.  Traveling 
weekly  film  series,  addressing  women's  history,  art.  cTeativity.  rela 
tion  to  nature,  and  cross-cultural  experiences.  (Missoula.  Kalispell, 
Dillon  ajid  Bozeman) 

12th  Annual  Montana  History  Conference 

Montana  Historical  Society.  $S,215/$l4,24l.  Three-day  conference 
on  Montana  history  and  culture.  (Helena) 

LECTURES 

Fishing  For  Men  on  the  Edge  of  the  Vi  ilderness 

University  of  Montana.  $1.0(')U/$4,2'8.  Lecture  by  Cambridge 
scholar.  Sir  F.dmund  Leach;  structuralist  analysis  of  Biblical  texts. 
(Missoula) 

Judy  Chicago's  Birth  Project 

Paris-Gibson  S(|u;ire  SI, "86/$  1,786.  Lecture  series  on  ailtural 
values  (Great  Falls) 

1985  Parenting  Conference 

La  Leche  League  of  Montana.  $1 ,000/$  1 ,  r6.  Keynote  address  by  Dr. 
Ashley  Mont;igu  (Billings) 

The  Meaning  of  Computer  Literacy 

Eastern  Montana  College.  S280/$617.  J.  David  Bolter,  l.edure. 

(Billings) 

Anti-Semitism  in  the  19th  Century  Novel 

University  of  Montana.  $36()/$264.  Lecture  by  Yale  scholar  Jeffrey  L. 

Sammons.  (Missoula) 

SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 

Centennial  Anthology  of  Montana  Writers 

M  Hoc  Committee  for  Centenni;il  .\nthology.  $2S,592/$25.990.  Re 
search  phase  for  anthology  of  writings  by  Montanans  including  past 
;md  contemporary  authors.  (State-wide) 

Montana  Writers  Tapes 

University  of  Montana.  $9,960/$6,83^.  Research  and  cataloguing  of 
taped  interviews  of  Montana  writers.  (State-wide) 

New  Directions  for  Butte :  Is  There  Life  After  Copper? 

Butte  Historical  Society  SS,(h4.S2S.(i13  Oral  history  protect  (Butte) 

An  American  Agricultural  Experience  and  Homespun 

1st  Year:   $l4,300,'$l4„'(00.   2nd  Year;   $2,5(M)/$2,S(H1.   Vigilante 

Players.  Traveling  program  of  dramatic  readings.  (State-wide) 

Let's  Talk  About  It 

Montana  Library  Association.  $2,598/$2,86l.  Reading/discussion 

series.  (State  wide) 

MCH  Speakers  Bureau 

$8,"5/S8,"5.   Traveling  lecture/di.saission  program.  (State-wide) 

MEDIA  PROJECTS 

Reflections  in  Montana 

Kl  F.\l.  University  of  Montana.  1st  Year;  $39.154/$65.068.  2nd  Year; 
$23,ir/$9S,66().  Two  series  of  radio  dociimentaries  that  address 
topics  of  .Montana  culture,  history  and  society  (State-wide)' 

Contrary  Warriors 

Raitle-snaiie  Productions,  Inc  $20 ,000/$21 1,500  Film  ba.sedon  the 
life  of  Crow  elder  statesman  Robert  Yellowiail  and  c-ultural  survival 
of  the  Crow  tribe.  (State-wide) 

W Titers  on  Video 

Multiples  Press.  Inc.  $8S0/$460.  Video  lape/disc-u.ssion  .series  on 
writing,  philosophy,  art,  dance,  and  post-modernism  (.Missoula  and 
Helena) 

Images;  Seasion  III 

.Montana  State  Universit)'.  $4.250/$5,0OO,-  Five-part  TV  series  about 

Montana  humanists  and  scientists.  (State-wide) 


K.  Ross  Toole's  Montana 

Montanans  for  yuality  Television.  SS,557/$31.542.  Tele-course  on 
Montana  histor>\  lectures  by  the  late  Dr.  K.  Ross  Toole.  (State-wide) 

Kerr  Dam:  The  Energy  of  Change 

Salish-Kootenai  College.  S7S0/$4,1S1.  Scriptwritlng  of  documen- 
tary. (State-wide) 

Visions  of  the  Northern  West 

Northern  LigliLs  Institute,  S2, S00/$2,S00.  Research  and  planning 
phase  of  regional  TV  series.  (State-  and  nation-wide) 

Corps  of  Discovery:  Lewis  and  Claris  in  Montana 

KGLT,  Montana  State  University.  J4,i-170/SIO,OS7.  Research  and 
scripting  of  radio  docu  dram;is.  (State-wide) 

Lady  Blaciirobe 

Helena  Film  Society.  S7,763/$10,029.  Research  for  scriptwriting 
documentary  on  Ursulines  in  Montana  and  Ohio. 

MCH  SUMMER  SEMINARS 

FOR  SCHOOLTEACHERS 

The  MCH  sponsored  seminars  during  the  summer  of  198S,  in  which 
approximately  40  teachers  from  communities  across  Montana  tra- 
veled to  the  named  campuses  for  four- week,  college  accredited 
humanities  semin;irs. 

Censors  and  Readers 

Professor  Stewart  Justm:in.  English,  University  of  Montana.  St),S70/ 
S2,348. 


Homer  in  Dublin;  The  Odyssey  and  Ulysses 

Professor  Henry  Harrington,  English,  University  of  Montana. 
$1(),000/S2,620.' 

Contemporary  Moral  Issues 

Professor  Sanford  Levy,  History  and  Philosophy,  Monl;ma  State 
University.  S8,400/S3,642. 

Art  of  the  Short  Story 

Professor  Douglas  Leonard,  English,  Rocky  Mountain  College. 
SlU.tlUO/Sl.OOO. 

EXHIBITS 

On  Their  Own  Terms:  The  Persistence  of 
Native  American  TVaditions 

Museum  of  the  Rockies  S13,418/S14,S93  A  photographic  display, 
lecture  and  p;inel/discussion  series  in  conjunction  with  198S  Indum 
Days  ;ind  Powwow.  (Bozeman) 

Barstow  Collection  of  Crow  Ledger  Drawings 

Yellowstone  Art  Center  SS,H8/S8,288.  Exhibit  of  r;u-e  collection  of 
Native  American  drawings.  (Billings) 

PLANNING  GRANT 

Changing  Face  of  Humanity  In  the  Nuclear  Age 

Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Nuclear  Issues.  S'-).73i/SS,2l7.  Proposed 
week-long  conference  to  address  humanistic  issues  of  the  nuclear 
age.  (Great  Falls) 
*MCH  Funds/Cost  Sh;u-e  Funds 


Scholars  submit  seminar  proposals 


HUMAiNlTlES  SCHOLARS  IN  MONTANA  HAVE  SflBMnTEl)  PR(.)POSALS 

to  the  MCH  for  Summer  Seminars  1986.  The  summer 
seminar  awards  will  be  announced  in  early  February, 
1986.  ♦  The  MCH  has  sponsored  the  summer  seminar 
program  for  three  years.  The  goal  of  the  program  is  to 
provide  schoolteachers  from  K-12  with  coursework  for 
college  credit  that  is  challenging  and  encourages  them  to 
think  deeply  about  topics  of  humanities  study.  ♦ 
Stipends  of  S3, 000  cash  each,  plus  cash  in  lieu  of  fringe 


benefits,  will  be  offered  to  three  scholars  whose  pro- 
posals are  selected  for  the  seminars.  Semin;irs  must  be 
concerned  with  humanities  subjects  and  designed  to  ac- 
commod;tte  up  to  IS  teacher /p;irticip;ints.  ♦  Last  year's 
seminars  were  taught  by  professors  Stewart  Justman  and 
Henry  Harrington,  English  Department,  University  of 
Mont;ma,  professor  Douglas  Leonard,  English  l)ep;irt- 
ment,  Rocky  Mountain  College,  and  professor  Sanford 
Levy,  History  and  Philosophy  Department,  MSU. 


Johnny  Arlee,  spiritual 
leader  of  the  Flathead, 
models  IVIasaya  Redhorn's 
ceremonial  clothing. 
Masaya  Redhorn,  a  full- 
blood  Flathead,  lived  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury and  into  the  20th  cen- 
tury. The  dress  was  worn  in 
his  role  as  a  warrior  and  at 
traditional  ceremonies.  "On 
Their  Own  Terms:  The 
Persistence  of  Native 
American  TVaditions," 
Museum  of  the  Rockies, 
Bozeman,  exhibit  and  con- 
ference, spring  1985. 


Former  MCH  members 

Jean  K,  Anderson,  Billings 

Earl  J  \i:a\ov; .  Minni'upolK.  MN 

Dwight  A  Billedeaux,  t'ab/o 

Alhert  Borgmann,  Missoula 

Joseph  H.  Bourque,  Bozeman 

Glen  (^amenin.  Miles  City 

Arthur  B  Coffin,  Bozeman 

Alene  A.  Oioper,  Helena 

C  Louise  Cross,  Glendwe 

DaMd  (j  Drum.  Billings 

Carolyn  Ennis.  Billings 

Karen  C  Fenton,  Bozeman 

Candace  Fleming,  ,S7  Ignalius 

Elizabeth  furMl,  Jacksonrille.  FL 

Walter  Gulick,  Biilmgs 

Philip  G  H;igulund.  Sr  ,  Brockivay 

H  Duane  Haniplon,  Missoula 

Mrs  Bert  Holmes.  Helena 

George  P  Horse  Capture.  Coiiy.  VIT 

Thomas  P  Huff,  Missoula 

Ro\  E  Huffmiui,  Bozeman 

Alma  S,  Jacobs,  Helena 

Stiuiley  Juneau,  Brouiimg 

John  W  Jutila,  Bozeman 

Francis  J,  Kerins,  Helena 

Wayne  l.;irson.  Bozeman 

ftilliani  R  MacKay,  Jr .  Rosaie 

William  S  Mather,  Billings 

Lane  C  McGaughy ,  Salem.  UK 

Perry  S  Melton,  Kalispell 

Mary  Moore,  (Hasgow 

Pierce  C.  Mullen,  Bozeman 

Kathy  Munson-Young,  Billings 
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